Mardi Gras Nationals – Extravaganza
January 14 & 15, 2012 – New Orleans, LA
Hi Coaches!!

The excitement is in the air!  Thanks so much for joining us for Mardi Gras Nationals Extravaganza!  Here is the information you need for the competition!  Please make a copy for your parents.

*Please note that Mardi Gras Spirit Events office WILL BE CLOSED Friday, Jan. 13, 2012 due to staff setting up. 
 Mardi Gras Spirit Events will be offering a FAST PASS and EXPRESS PASS coaches registration line at our events. This line is for the coaches that have submitted all registration forms as well as payment and do not have to make any changes to waivers or competitors list.  This line will ONLY accept coaches with their FAST PASS or EXPRESS PASS present at the time of checking teams in.
 Coaches: Only coaches with a “coach” wristband are allowed into the warm up room. Coaches of TINY, MINI, SPECIAL ATHLETES, AND SHOW/EXHIBITION teams are allowed to SIT centered to the competition floor on the stage. 
Mardi Gras Spirit Events follows the USASF Guidelines (www.USASF.net). Please note that some divisions have been combined and/or split according to the rules. Any questions and/or concerns regarding these guidelines please contact USASF.
 MARDI GRAS SPIRIT EVENTS WILL NOT PROVIDE SPOTTERS ON THE FLOOR FOR COMPETITION DUE TO THE COMPLEXITIES AND INTRICACIES OF TEAM CHOREOGRAPHY.  Since members of your program are familiar with the transitions of your routine, you may elect to provide your own spotters on the competition floor.  Reminder:  Spotters are present for spotting for safety only. A spotter CANNOT physically assist a stunt.  SPOTTERS SHOULD NOTE THAT CLAPPING AND VERBALLY CUING DURING THE PERFORMANCE MAY GIVE THE JUDGES THE IMPRESSION THAT THE TEAM IS NOT CONFIDENT WITH THE ROUTINE AND MAY BE REFLECTED IN THE JUDGES SCORING.
Competition Location:  Mardi Gras Nationals will be held in HALL I-2 & J at the Morial Convention Center located at 900 Convention Center Blvd., New Orleans, LA 70130. 
Parking:  Parking is available across the street from the Convention Center at Lot F (by HALL H-I)  for $10.00 NO RE-RENTRY, parking lot in front of the River Walk for a minimum of 4 hrs and also in the parking garage across from Hall C for $10.00-$15.00.
 General Admission:  $15 cash only Admission fee for one (1) day and $25.00 cash only admission fee for two (2) days for all spectators. Children under 5 admitted free.  Doors to the competition on Saturday will open at 7:00AM with the competition beginning at 8:00AM. Doors to the competition on Sunday will open at 9:00AM with the competition beginning at 10:00AM.  Cheerleaders will be allowed to enter through general admission with their parent as long as the cheerleader is in uniform. 

Waiver Forms:  ALL teams MUST submit a SIGNED AND COMPLETED TEAM WAIVER FORM prior to Warm-up! Teams will not be allowed to warm up without the completion of this form. NO EXCEPTIONS!!!! We now accept signed waivers via fax and/or email. NOTE: IF A MEMBERS AGE IS FORMALLY CHALLENGED, YOU WILL NEED TO SHOW PROOF OF AGE TO PROTECT AWARD STANDING. 
Eligibility - Mardi Gras Spirit Events strongly suggests that proof of age (allstars and recreational

teams) and/or proof of grade (school teams) for each participant be available at all competitions in

which a squad performs in case of an eligibility challenge. PLEASE NOTE --- Mardi Gras Spirit

Events requires all teams competing for a World’s Bid to provide this information to the coaches’

registration desk at the event upon check-in.
Participant Age/Grade Discrepancies – Only a coach may challenge a participant’s age/grade and

all challenges must be made at the event.

• It is the responsibility of the source of the accusation to complete a Protest Form at the

coaches’ registration table and provide specific information of any age/grade violations. The

coach will be notified at the competition of the source of the accusation and be required to

provide proof of age/grade to Mardi Gras Spirit Events staff no later than the Monday

following the event at 5:00 p.m. CST. The proof may be provided at the event if it is

available.

• A one time $100 fee MUST be paid at the time of the challenge in the form of CASH

ONLY!

• If the participant in question IS in violation of age/grade restrictions, the team will be

disqualified, and the challenging team will receive their $100 back.

• If the participant in question is NOT in violation of age/grade restrictions, the challenging

team will forfeit their $100 challenge fee. The $100 fee will be given to the team that was

challenged as compensation for their time spent providing verification.
Video Cameras:  Parents WILL be allowed to bring in video cameras. However, Mr.Video will be available for purchase.
Photographer: Parents WILL be allowed to bring in cameras. However, Action Moments will be available for purchase. 
World’s Bid Teams:  Mardi Gras Spirit Events New Orleans competition will be awarding one (1) Partial Paid Bid and one (1) At Large Bid to the Cheerleading World’s competition taking place in Orlando, FL in April.  Mardi Gras Spirit Events awards the bids to the highest scoring teams, regardless of division or level.  All Cheerleading World’s bid teams will compete twice. World’s Prelims will take place on Saturday beginning at 7:00 PM with the Finals at the end of the competition on Sunday.   Score sheets will be available to pick up approximately one (1) hour after the scheduled performance time at the Coaches Registration table. Prelim scores and Final scores combined will determine World’s bids.
Worlds Team Qualifiers – Mardi Gras Spirit Events requires all teams competing for a World’s

Bid to provide proof of age for each participant to the coaches’ registration desk at the event upon

team check-in. This information is reviewed only if an age is questioned. Teams must either

formally accept or decline World’s Bids in writing within 72 hours of the event.
USASF Ruling:  Coaches, if you have a stunt/pyramid approved by USASF, please turn in a copy of the USASF letter/email at the registration table.  We will then inform the Legality Judge of your stunt prior to your team competing.  This will help us be consistent with USASF rulings on stunts that might be questionable.
Coaches:  We suggest that you arrive at least one hour prior to your practice time and check in at the coach’s registration table which will be located outside of HALL I.  Cheerleaders will be allowed to enter through general admission with their parent as long as the cheerleader is in uniform. 
Crossover Participants:  Mardi Gras Spirit Events will make every effort to accommodate crossover competitors. However, this cannot be attempted if competitor’s list has not been submitted prior to scheduling.  Please note that warm-up and/or competition times may overlap.
Coaches Passes:  We allow 2 free coaches per team.  Coach’s names should be submitted on your team member list form.  Each additional pass is $25.00.

Performance Area:  Mardi Gras Spirit Events provides a 1 3/8 in. carpet bonded foam matted warm up area that has an unobstructed ceiling height of over 20 feet. The steel spring floor is covered by 1 3/8 in. carpet bonded foam and it has an unobstructed ceiling height of over 20 feet. All cheer and dance teams use the same floor. 
Performance and Practice Info:  Warm-up will be located inside HALL I-2.  Please be courteous to all others in the practice area.  Teams should proceed to the Practice/Warm-up area 15 minutes before your scheduled warm-up time to check-in with the warm-up area staff.  Warm-up will rotate in 4 minute intervals:  stretching, warm-up tumbling, warm-up stunts, warm-up full routine, and holding, then on to compete! 
Music:  Each team must provide music recorded on a quality CD.  A representative from your team is responsible for bringing the music to the sound table and pressing the play and stop buttons at the proper times. Please bring a back up copy to the sound table.

Code of Conduct:  We expect that all teams, coaches, and spectators represent themselves and their respective communities by exhibiting respect, encouragement, courtesy, kindness, humility, and a positive attitude towards others.  Let’s make this event a pleasant experience for everyone.  There will be no contact with the judges by a coach, participant, or spectator.  The Judges’ rulings are final on all decisions concerning deductions, specific rulings and final placement.  Any unruly behavior by coaches, participants, or spectators will result in removal from the event and team disqualification.

Divisions:  Please verify that your team has registered in the correct division.  Level information may be found on the website www.usasf.net.  Mardi Gras Spirit Events reserves the right to close/open/combine divisions at any time.  Coaches will be notified.

Changing Divisions - Please review USASF division guidelines carefully when registering your

team(s) to ensure placement in the correct division(s)! Any division change(s) made after the

preliminary schedule for an event has been prepared (the Monday prior to event date), will incur a

$100 fee per change. Also, Mardi Gras Spirit Events reserves the right to close/open/combine

divisions at any time leading up to an event as per USASF guidelines.
Refund policy:  No refunds after registration payment are received.

Score sheets:  Score sheets will be given out on competition day.  Score sheets may be picked up one (1) hour after competing at the Coaches Registration Table.

Awards Ceremony:  Each coach will be asked to send 2 representatives for each team to the warm-up area for the awards parade.  This may be 2 competitors OR 1 coach, 1 parent, 1 competitor OR 2 coaches – whichever combination of 2 you choose but only 2.  This announcement is usually made approximately 3 teams before the awards ceremony.  DO NOT ALLOW your whole team to go to the warm-up area! NOTE : EACH TINY, MINI AND YOUTH MEMBER SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT.
ABSOLUTELY IMPORTANT!! The Team Waiver form MUST be signed and turned in at the Coaches Registration table PRIOR to Warm-ups (If not already turned into the office)! Teams will not be allowed to warm-up and will forfeit warm-up time until all waivers are turned in!!  No participant will be allowed to participate in the competition without a Parent/Guardian SIGNATURE on the Waiver form.  NO EXCEPTIONS!
See ya in New Orleans!
